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Blessing of the Pets 


Sometimes we become downright discouraged at events which indicate 
that Society is so busy enjoying itself that it does not have time for 
the good things of life. And then we hear or read of an occurrence that 
restores our faith in mankind. Such was the case recently. 


It seems that out in Fresno, California, last October, an event took 
place at the St. James Episcopal Church known as The Blessing of 
the Pets. This annual service is conducted by Dean James M. Malloch, 
a broad and liberal-minded man with a wonderful understanding 
of human nature. The pets, with their masters and mistresses, assemble 
in the Cathedral Garden where the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed are 
recited and then a prayer for the animals is followed by a brief blessing 
as each is led up to the Dean. 


There are some who would say that this performance was overly- 
sentimental. We do not agree, but rather concur with Dean Malloch 
when he says, ‘In reality the blessing of pets is a prayer that the pets 
may be a blessing to the children who own them, and that the children 
in turn may be kind to their pets.’’ This, in essence, is what our humane 
education programs are attempting to teach. 


We commend Dean Malloch for his understanding of the companion- 
ship and devotion between a child and an animal and suggest that 
others in the field of religious education might do well to consider the 
appropriateness of a similar service in their own churches. 


C. E. B. 


Cover — Photo Courtesy Friends Magazine. 
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DHESLEAGUE IN ACTION 


Laughter replaces tears as Ann Higgins, 4, of Westville Street, Dorchester, gets A. W. O. L. cat, Ruffles, from Agent Thomas 
F. McDermott. {This picture was one of the ten selected as the best Herald Staff photos of 1949.} 
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The Prestdent’s Message 


T Is my privilege as your President 
I to give an accounting of the serv- 
ices rendered by the Animal Rescue 
League of Boston in completing its 
fiftieth year of humane activity. In 
a sense 1949 was a year of transition. 
It marked the League’s Golden An- 
niversary — fifty years of humane 
endeavors of which we can be justi- 
fiably proud. A half century of work 
for animals lies behind and _ the 
broad horizons of the future are 
before us. 

May we for a moment look back 
on the proceedings of the year just 
completed and touch upon a few of 
the highlights of that period. On 
Sunday evening, March 13, the 
Golden Anniversary of the League 
was commemorated by a distin- 
guished dinner held in the Ballroom 
of the Copley Plaza Hotel and at- 
tended by some 600 members and 
friends. This happy occasion was 
followed eleven days later by the 
sudden death of President Walter J. 
Dethloff. His passing was a serious 
loss to the League as Mr. Dethloff 
not only had endeared himself to all 
who knew him, but also was an out- 
standing leader in the humane field. 
The great character of the man is 
perhaps best expressed in the follow- 
ing extract taken from a resolution 
prepared after his death: 


Carlton E. Buttrick 


“With a combination of hu- 
mility, intelligence and patience, 
plus an extraordinary sensitivity 
to the humane concept itself, he 
so applied himself to gain the 
everlasting respect and devotion 
of all who came to know him.” 


To fill the gap in our ranks, Roger 
Ernst, the League’s most capable 
First Vice President, was elected to 
serve as Acting President and Miss 
Marjorie L. Wyman was appointed 
Acting Executive Director. Your 
present incumbent was elected Presi- 
dent on June 3 and assumed the 


duties of that office on July 17. It 
should be mentioned here, too, that 
in October the Board of Directors 
regretfully accepted the resignation 
of one of its members, Mrs. J. M. B. 
Churchill, Sr. Mrs. Churchill has 
been associated with the League 
since its inception, and as a small 
token of her unflagging interest she 
was made an Honorary Vice Presi- 
dent. 

For some time the need for en- 
larged quarters at the League’s Al- 
bany Street Shelter has been ap- 
parent. A decision was finally reached 
to go ahead with this work and 
construction was begun early in Sep- 
tember. On December 21 our new 
quarters were opened. The addi- 
tions consist of a north and south 
wing, the former embracing a mod- 
ern Pet Placement Department while 
the latter houses facilities for a new 
lethal room and a small isolation 
room for dogs. As a result of these 
new quarters the animals coming 
into our hands are better provided 
for and the ease and efficiency of 
operation is increased. 

On this occasion a comparison is 
interesting. Let us turn back the 
pages of history to February 6, 1900, 
the date on which the First Annual 
Report of our organization was made. 
In it we find these statistics: 
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“Our books show, since the 
opening of the League to February 
1(1900), 2,595 dogs and cats 
received of which 1,846 were 
homeless cats, and 483 cats were 
taken from owners, making a total 
of 2,329 cats. Of dogs, there were 
266; 224 of them homeless, and 
forty-two brought or sent to us 
by their owners, in every case for 
what seemed to be a good reason. 
Our record shows 137 dogs and 
cats given into good homes.” 


Turning now to the figures found 
in our report for the year ending 
February 1, 1950, we find this in- 
teresting comparison. A total of 80,- 
700 dogs and cats were either col- 
lected by our agents or brought into 
our shelter by owners. Of this num- 
ber 17,925 were dogs and 62,775 
were cats. We were able to restore 
800 dogs to their owners and an 
additional 1,876 were placed in 
homes. Of cats 55 were returned to 
owners and 617 placed in homes. 
These figures do not include the 
many other pets who received treat- 
ment at our Clinic, were inspected 
by our investigators or checked by 
our quarantine agent. 

Certainly, the evidence is con- 
clusive that great strides in the 
League’s work for animals have been 
made. But — there also is evidence 
that there exists at least one sim- 
ilarity between 1900 and 1950. Presi- 
dent George A. O. Ernst stated in 
his opening address: 


“Boston prides herself upon a 
population of about half a million. 
In an enlightened community, 
such as we pretend to be, it is fair 
to assume that at least one per cent 
of this number, if they could be 
reached, would be sufficiently in- 
terested in relieving the sufferings 
of dumb animals to contribute to 
our coffers the modest sum of one 
or five dollars. One per cent of 
500,000 is 5,000. Were we op- 
timistic in believing, when we or- 
ganized a year ago, that we could 
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easily obtain that number of mem- 
bers within the year? It would 
certainly seem so, for as a matter 
of fact our membership has not 
reached 1,000.” 


It seems that President Ernst’s 
figure was optimistic as today the 
League’s total membership numbers 
4,451. Another 5000 persons are 
listed as donors who do not desire 
to avail themselves of the privileges of 
membership. Yet, have we not failed 
in interesting more good people in 
the beneficent work we are doing? 
The question challenges us to make 
every effort to improve this condi- 


» It is significant that the 
League’s activities could not be 
carried on successfully without 
the able and loyal assistance and 
cooperation of many individ- 
uals. First of all, we are indebted 
to the Board of Directors for 
their unselfish devotion to our 
cause. Then to our personnel 
who daily meet with cases de- 
manding special handling and 
solution. In addition, we are 
deeply grateful to the press and 
radio of Greater Boston for 
generous amounts of publicity; 
to the City of Boston Board of 
Health, the Police and Fire De- 
partments; and to our many 
members, friends, and support- 
ers who make the continuance 
of our protective efforts for 
animals possible. 


tion. Each and every one of us can 
help. If each member would pledge 
him or herself to bring in just TWO 
new members in the next year, what 
a help that would be! 

What does the next half-century 
hold in store? We cannot know of 
course, but we do know that animals 
have become an integral part of our 
American way of life. So long as 
there is society, there too will we find 
dogs, cats and other animals. Ours is 
a service not only beneficial to these 
creatures, but to man himself. As we 
mold minds to kindness, understand- 
ing and consideration for those ani- 


mals which so conscientiously serve 
man, we are assisting in developing 
better character and citizens. 

The future is what we may make 
it. Grant that we face it with clear 
minds and courage and that we so 
conduct ourselves as to warrant gen- 
erous and sympathetic support of 
our activities. Mrs. Anna Harris 
Smith, beloved Founder of the Ani- 
mal Rescue League of Boston closed 
the first annual report with words as 
truly symbolic today as they were 
fifty years ago. She said: 


“We who have pledged our- 
selves to form this society called 
the Animal Rescue League have 
taken another step forward in the 
great cause of the enlightenment 
of humanity, and it rests with us 
how far we shall go. Each of us 
has something more to do than to 
pay our dollar or five dollars 
yearly. We can work to make this 
the most useful society of its kind 
in the world. Practical work is 
what is needed. Let us feel that 
we are all called upon to do some- 
thing in this great cause that now 
holds so low a rank in the mani- 
fold charities of the day. In up- 
lifting the animal we uplift our- 
selves. In uplifting ourselves we 
uplift the world.” 


a Gas) 


BE KIND 
TO ANIMALS 
WEEK 


May 7-13 


Humane Sunday, May 7 


We shall be glad to have you 
participate and will give you 
the detail of its observation 
upon request. 


ANNUAL REVIEW of ANIMAL SERVICE 


February 1, 1949 through January 1, 1950 


S WE REVIEW the past twelve 
months it should be an inspira- 
tion to all to know that the Animal 
Rescue League of Boston has con- 
tinued to progress in the field of 
animal welfare and protection. In 
completing fifty years of service to 
animals, the League stands as one of 
the accepted leaders in the humane 
field —a position which we shall 
endeavor to maintain and even im- 
prove, if possible. 

While our work is much the same 
year after year, nevertheless no two 
cases are exactly alike. We impress 
upon our employees that every ani- 
mal handled is an individual case 
and as such demands our special 
attention. Only in this way can we 
be certain that the best interests of 
both the pet and owner can _ be 
served. 

Despite increased costs of materials 
and labor we have carried on ef- 
ficiently. ‘Too few people realize how 
far the League’s activities extend — 
and that they are costly. Perhaps the 
following review of the past year’s 
service will impress upon all the 
scope of our work and the need for 
additional financial support if our 
service for animals is to continue and 
expand as demands require. 


Collection Service 


One of the most important services 
rendered by the League is that of 
collecting small animals. Supervised 
by Chief Agent J. Russell Connaugh- 
ton and ably assisted by Chief Clerk, 
Mrs. Dorothy Keswick, this depart- 
ment administers to thousands of 
animals each year. Six ambulances 
and an emergency vehicle operate 
daily from our Albany Street Shelter 
and in the past year a total of 42,980 
calls resulted in the collection of 
57,642 animals by our agents. An- 
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other 11,208 were brought into the 
Shelter by owners. 

It is difficult for one outside the 
League personnel to appreciate fully 
what is involved. ‘These animals rep- 
resent lost, stray, unwanted, sick and 
injured creatures to whom the League 
has administered. Many represent 
emergency calls demanding prompt 
attention: A cat in a tree, a dog in 
a sewer, or a pet struck by a car. 
Perhaps it was the Great Dane dog 
who ventured out on the ice of the 
Charles River and fell through. 
Rescued by one of our agents, the 
cold, wet canine was taken to our 
Pine Ridge Branch, where he was 
dried, wrapped in a blanket and put 
into the office to keep warm until 
the pet’s owner was located. 

Then there was the call to rescue 
a half-grown kitten which had found 
its way into a South Boston sewer. 
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Our Agent removed the sewer cover 
but although he could hear the 
kitten crying, he could not see it. 
A ladder was lowered and eventually 
the frightened kitten was located in 
a pipe that served as an outlet from 
the catch basin. Removed from this 
predicament the kitten was wrapped 
in a piece of blanket, placed in a cat 
carrier and taken to our haven on 
Albany Street. 

Our service extends to 86 towns 
and cities in Greater Boston, cover- 
ing 1,082 square miles. Branches are 
maintained at Dedham and Lynn 
and at North Harwich and Eastham 
on Cape Cod. These branches ad- 
ministered to a total of 12,662 
animals in the last fiscal year. 


Inspection and Investigation 


Under the guidance of Chief In- 
spector, Archibald MacDonald, this 


Boston Post Photo 


Agent Thomas F. Dooley comforts the Belgian Shepherd dog he and a companion 
rescued from an empty coal hopper in Forest Hills 
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department continued its outstand- 
ing work of preventing and correcting 
cases of cruelty. Complaints alleging 
cruelty to animals are investigated 
and the surveillance of animals at 
stockyards, auctions, markets, abat- 
toirs, riding academies, zoos, rodeos, 
circuses, pet shops, dog and _ horse 
races and other places is made. A 
total of 2,507 investigations involving 
237,826 animals were made. In- 
cluded in these figures were 165 
horses which because of age or dis- 
ability we were forced to destroy. 
Also included is the case of a man 
who was prosecuted for causing un- 
necessary suffering to horses that were 
kept by him for slaughter without 
water, food or housing. He was found 
guilty and fined $50.00; but more 
important is the fact that this man’s 
slaughterhouse was demolished and 
he is no longer in this business. 

Our Chief Inspector reports that 
the number of horses in service at 
riding academies has decreased dur- 
ing the past year. The bridle paths 
were closed for weeks at a time as a 
prevention against fires. This was 
restful for the horses as in most cases 
they were kept in the stable and 
exercised in rings or paddocks. Most 
of these saddle horses have been kept 
in good condition during the year. 

Both at the horse and dog tracks 
there were fewer injuries to animals 
used in racing than in previous years. 
Bad curves at the dog tracks, causing 
the dogs to bump at turns, have been 
widened and the tracks resurfaced. 
This has decreased to some extent 
injuries to the dogs. There has been 
improved supervision of horses before 
they are allowed to race and this has 
prevented many injuries and fatal 
accidents. 


Quarantine Department 


What should be done when a dog 
bites a person or another animal? 
That is a question which our very 
capable Quarentine Agent, John 
Bella, has to answer many times each 
year. Of course the answer is that 
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Record American Photo 


Dr. Malcolm B. Carsley {right} bandages left rear foot of German Shepherd 
dog assisted by Agent Joseph Connaughton. The dog burned his foot when he 
touched the live third rail of the MTA 


the “‘biter’”? must be quarantined for 
fourteen days as it is presupposed 
that the biting animal may have 
rabies or be a carrier of rabies. 

Our quarantine work is performed 
under contract with the City of 
Boston and is a very important 
service to both the community and 
the animals involved. In the past 
year Agent Bella investigated 2,805 
bite cases. Whenever possible the 
animal is quarantined at home, but 
if this is impossible, as it was in 305 
cases last year, then the animal is 
removed to our Shelter for the deten- 
tion period. Many difficulties are 
encountered when dogs are trans- 
ferred unthinkingly to other owners 
or even, in some instances, shipped or 
carried out of the city or state. 
Accurate and descriptive records of 
each bite case must and are kept by 
our Quarantine Clerk, Miss Marion 
Caspole, and the efficiency of this 
department is at least partially indi- 
cated when it is realized that Boston 
has been free of rabies for several 
years. 


Free Animal Clinic 


The year 1949 saw many changes 
in the free animal clinic at Carver 
Street. 

The huge volume of patients con- 
tinued to be a burden to the two 
veterinarians. An increase of patients 
handled amounted to 13,555 against 
10:953.01n 41948, she: numbér-of 
anesthesia or surgical cases rose to 
2,914 against 2,313 in the previous 
year. Telephone calls for advice 
soared to 13,135. These increases 
denote a growing interest in domestic 
animals, a better relationship be- 
tween animal owners and _ veteri- 
narians and certainly a realization of 
the high calibre of treatment per- 
formed at our clinic. 

Our quarters are cramped and the 
need for better facilities, an increased 
staff of doctors and larger working 
space continues to be the major 
issue at hand. 

Our drugs have been expanded to 
meet the ever-growing demand for 
faster and better treatment of animal 
diseases. We are proud to say that 
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we have one of the best medically- 
equipped clinics in this entire area 
and are prepared to meet the needs 
of each and every case presented to 
us. 

Dr. Malcolm B. Carsley continued 
as our Chief Surgeon and Veterinar- 
ian-in-Charge and our clinic is 
blessed with the presence of Dr. John 
G. Donnellan. He joined our staff as 
an associate in April, 1949, succeed- 
ing Dr. Carr who left to establish his 
own practice. Dr. Donnellan came 
to us fresh out of the Army where he 
spent many months training war 
dogs in the West and working with 
them in Alaska. His assistance has 
been invaluable. Mr. Harry Mac- 
Gregor has returned once again to 
be our Chief Anesthetist. 

The constant parade of sick and 
injured dogs and cats has been in- 
terrupted occasionally with rarely 
seen and certainly rarely treated 
animals and birds. ‘The Ice Follies 
of 1948 presented us with a penguin 
with swollen feet. Two weeks later 
when the show moved on to Chicago, 
“George, the Penguin” was well on 
the road to recovery from a severe 
fungus infection. Horses and pigeons, 
monkeys and sparrows are constantly 
treated along with a fair number of 
love birds, parrots and canaries. A 
humingbird found in the Blue Hills 
was hospitalized with a wing injury. 
She delighted us 8 days later with a 
buzzing, jet-propelled take off into 
the wild blue yonder. An otter was 
treated for leg injuries and _ later 
released in Milton where it was 
originally rescued by one of our 
ambulance drivers. Elephants arriv- 
ing in East Boston are occasionally 
treated in conjunction with the work 
of our Chief Investigator, Archibald 
MacDonald. 

It is such cases as these that provide 
a chuckle and a challenge to our 
Medical Staff. Our veterinarians have 
been commended time and time 
again for the endless patience, pains- 
taking care and sterling treatment 
which they practice from day to day 
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in pursuance of their lifelong mission 
of benefit to the animal kingdom. 


Lost and Found Department 


How lost can a dog be? In a 
country like America, anything can 
happen to a lost dog and sometimes 
does — with the aid and assistance of 
the animal welfare organizations. 

This story starts a year ago when 
a puppy is born in Newfoundland, 
and after the usual weaning finds his 
way into the hands and hearts of a 
young U. S. Naval Officer and his 
wife stationed in that outpost of 
democracy. The young officer is fi- 
nally ordered back to the States via 
air, and arrangements are made for 
the dog to travel with an officer on 
board a ship bound for Boston. From 
there he is to be expressed to a New 
York City address, home of the 
officer’s father-in-law. 

At a Boston pier, an officer’s cabin 
door is left open and a dog escapes 
down the gangway into a strange, 
mad, rushing city. Here no familiar 
officers’ uniforms, no quiet daily rou- 
tine of coming and going, no familiar 
voice or smell, nothing but noise and 
bustle. A foreigner has landed on 
our boisterous shore. 

It is a hot day the latter part of 
June, and during the lunch hour only 
one person is on duty at the Lost and 
Found Department of the Animal 
Rescue League. Among many others 
looking for lost dogs are a young 
naval officer and his wife. They have 
been waiting in New York for the 
arrival of their dog, and have just 
contacted the Boston bound ship to 
find that their dog is lost. They drove 
up from New York this morning. 
The officer is on orders to leave the 
following morning. They look 
through our kennels without success. 
They leave a description of the dog: 
Mongrel Cocker Spaniel, black ex- 
cept for a white streak on the chest, 
answers to the name of ‘“‘Snowball,”’ 
tag on the brown leather collar bears 
the name of the owner. They leave a 
New York address, promise to pay 


the shipping expenses — anything if 
they can get their dog back. They 
want to place an “‘ad” in the paper 
and are directed to several of the 
local newspapers. They are despond- 
ent as they leave. Their dog is 
some place in this strange city — 
lost? — stolen? — injured? — they 
hesitate to surmise any further. 

On a busy North End street a 
lonely dog seeks a familiar face 
among thousands that pass. His con- 
fusion and anguish at not finding his 
master and mistress are only added 
to by the pangs of hunger that must 
be satisfied. He finds a bone in the 
garbage behind a cafe. He drinks 
muddy water from the gutter. He 
sleeps in an open doorway. His every 
movement and expression is one of 
forelorn and complete loss. 

A friendly child, a thoughtful 
adult, someone with a spark of com- 
passion in his soul, takes pity on this 
now homeless wanderer. The Animal 
Rescue League is called, and in due 
course he finds his way to the Shelter. 
Here he finds a cool drink of clean 
water, a warm meal, and an oc- 
casional friendly pat from the at- 
tendant. 

Our Lost and Found Department 
routinely checks the description of 
every dog received at the Shelter, 
so that no time may be lost in re- 
turning them to their bereaved own- 
ers. However, in this case, complica- 
tions begin to arise immediately when 
the descriptions check, and we know 
we have identified a lost dog. We 
attempt to place a call to the New 
York address, but the long distance 
operator says that it is the address of 
a manufacturing establishment and 
no one will accept a call about a lost 
dog. 

Calls are placed at the Boston 
Naval Base and the Charlestown 
Navy Yard. They are unable to 
locate our departed naval officer, 
and we resort to grasping at straws. 
The Red Cross is called for assistance 
in locating the officer. On a long 
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chance a letter is dispatched to the 
New York address. 

The following day a long distance 
call from New York from the father- 
in-law gives us the contact we need. 
Evidently both our letter and the 
Red Cross had made contact. He 
gives us the officer’s address in Vir- 
ginia, and instructions to ship the 
dog as soon as possible. 

“Snowball” is crated and placed 
on the train, and in a matter of 
hours is joyously reunited with his 
dearly beloved. 

All of this is a service of the Lost 
and Found Department, and daily 
they go on with the routine checking. 
Perhaps it’s your dog or cat they will 
find tomorrow or next week, or 
someone’s who never before heard of 
the Animal Rescue League. But re- 
gardless of the personalities involved, 
the primary interest is always the 
welfare of the animal. 


Pet Placement 


Our primary objective is to place 
animals in good homes where they 
will receive proper care and feeding. 
A considerable amount of time is 
spent in interviewing applicants to 
determine their capability of owning 
and taking good care of a pet. In 
each case there are different cir- 
cumstances that must be taken into 
consideration before a pet is placed. 
Some of the determining factors are: 


1. If married, with or without chil- 
dren. If single. 

Size and location of home. 

Have they had a pet before? 
Why do they desire a pet? 

Is someone at home at all times 
to exercise, feed and take care of 
the pet? 


mk Ob 


After we have at least these facts, 
we are able to decide the size and 
type of animal best suited for their 
particular qualifications. Now that 
we have agreed on the best for their 
needs, we show them what we have 
on hand at the time, and they may 
have to return a number of times 


for March, 1950 


before finding one they like. When a 
pet has been agreed upon an appli- 
cant must sign for same in compliance 
with the various regulations of the 
League. 


1. A Kennel slip is filled out. 

2. An Agreement is filled out and 

signed. 

A Receipt is given for a donation. 

4. Dogs are given a temporary 
League license tag. 

5. Spaying deposits are required on 
females not spayed. 

6. Collar and leash are issued. 

7. We advise people on the care and 
feeding of pets, and furnish litera- 
ture in respect thereto. 

8. Daily entries are made in the dog 
and cat books covering each place- 
ment. 

9. The bookkeeping department re- 
ceives a daily report listing sep- 
arately the number of animals 
placed, amount of donations, and 
a record of the spaying deposits. 


_ 


Two weeks after an animal has 
been placed in a home, the following 
is the procedure: 


1. A post card is sent to determine if 
the animal is satisfactory and con- 
tented. If it is a dog over three 
months old, then the Police De- 
partment is also notified for li- 
censing purposes. 

2. One week later, if no reply is re- 
ceived, a form letter is mailed 
requesting information. 

3. If not heard from after the second 
notice a registered letter is sent. 

4. If no reply is received after these 
letters, we send out our investiga- 
tor. 

5. Spaying notices are sent giving 
the required date for spaying. 


During the year, in addition to the 
placement of dogs and cats, we have 
placed several goats, monkeys, par- 
rots, rabbits, canaries, doves, owls, 
squirrels, chickens, pigeons, hamsters, 
guinea pigs and baby alligators. 

Dorsiplaced sss... 1,834 
Caterpraced «atte o. sc. 604 


The activities of the Pet Placement 
Supervisor, Mrs. Gertrude V. Groe- 
zinger, do not begin or end with the 
placing of animals. 


1. The doctor is consulted on new 
arrivals for placement. 

2. Placement Kennels are inspected 

and supervised and checked sev- 

eral times during the day. 

Animal feeding is supervised. 
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4. Food and supplies are ordered 
and record kept of same. 

5. All telephone calls on animal 
placement, etc. are answered. 

6. Acknowledgment by letter for 
blankets received. 

7. All telephone calls on lost and 
strayed League dogs having our 
identification tag are referred to 
Supervisor. 

8. Leaflets on Care and Feeding are 
mailed on request. 

9. Information given on banded pi- 
geons. 


During the year 1949 particular 
interest has been shown in the ham- 
ster, a small, domesticated animal 
with large cheek pouches, originating 
in Europe and Asia. We were for- 
tunate in receiving many of these for 
placement and were able to a great 
extent to meet the demand for 
them. 

We were asked to solve or help on 
many problems, typical of which is 
the case of an eleven year old boy 
who had just returned from a hospital 
with a rheumatic heart and his only 
desire was to have a pet of his own. 
His father was not working but the 
boy earns twenty-five cents a day 
with which he would purchase food. 
We found a dog suitable for this lad, 
gave him enough food to keep the 
dog for some time and he was ad- 
vised to come to us for more food 
whenever he should need it. He in- 
sisted his small earning would take 
care of the feeding and apparently it 
has. He has visited us with his dog. 
Both appear to be very happy and 
attached to each other. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Gr ee (OL ONDy way ReAVIN((G Ie! 


MarcGaret Morse Corrin, Dzrector 


HarwicHport, MassACHUSETTS 


ROM across the threshold of a new 
tahane we survey the one that has 
passed — the Golden Anniversary 
Year of our Animal Rescue League 
of Boston — with gratitude for the in- 
spiration which created this League, 
and for the courage which has car- 
ried it on. 

Reviewing the work of our Cape 
Cod Branch, more extensive than 
ever before during 1949, a stranger 
might wonder why we have increas- 
ingly more animal problems with 
which to deal. To us on the inside, 
however, the answers are reassuring; 
one is that people, becoming more 
familiar with our work, have dis- 
covered that we can help them and 
their animals. Instead of saying as 
some used to do “Don’t take your 
pet to a Humane Society, they’ll put 
it away before you know it” we find 
that many are visiting our shelters 
making inquiries regarding proper 
care of their animals and finding that 
these problems can be solved to their 
satisfaction. In cases where expert 
opinion is needed the inquirer is al- 
ways advised to consult one of our 
local veterinarians. Many reports 
given me by our agents show wisdom 
as well as kindness. ““That was a fine 
Elkhound those people brought in” 
one agent told me. ‘“‘But they simply 
couldn’t break him of chicken killing 
so I just kept him until I found the 
right home far away where there 
weren’t any chickens.” Could a 
psychoanalyst have done _ better? 
Remove the cause of a bad habit and 
inevitably the habit disappears. 

Some who visit our shelters wish 
to find a home for their dog or cat. 
Others would adopt one. Still others 
are hunting for a lost dog. Some- 
times a distressed owner arrives im- 
mediately after someone has just 
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Ostdy Photo Service 


Agent Hilliard E. Hopkins about to remove jar from head of skunk referred to in 
Mrs. Margaret Morse Coffin’s report 


telephoned a description of a dog 
which has been found. When proof 
has been given the owner that this 
is his own pet he rushes off to recover 
it. 

Spontaneous tributes by word of 
mouth or by letter for services ren- 
dered’ are. “arioye tos veceiven une 
woman wrote — “When I went to 
your League shelter to look for a 
puppy I was greatly impressed by the 
care they take in choosing what 
seems to be the right dog for the 
right home. They consider it a serious 
matter as we all should, almost like 
adopting a child.” 

A member of our Branch has writ- 
ten me — “‘We lost our dog and were 
distracted but soon found her at the 
North Harwich kennels and were 
delighted with the place and with the 


personal interest shown. When we 
come back to the Cape next summer 
do let me know if I can help in any 
way.’ So some of the friends who 
visit our shelters see not only in terms 
of their own pets but look more 
deeply into the needs of all four- 
footed creatures. From experience 
we believe that this sense of responsi- 
bility toward our lesser brethren is 
steadily growing in human minds. 
While this results in more calls to our 
agents to collect strays it is another 
reason for rejoicing. Instead of being 
driven from door to door to perish in 
a losing fight for self-preservation or 
to revert to a wild state where they 
must destroy birds in order to live 
these deserted animals are sheltered 
by us and given humane care. 
Incredible though it seems some 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


persons are still abandoning their 
pets. One dog reported to us last 
autumn was quickly adopted by an 
understanding woman who _ bore 
with his homesickness until she grad- 
ually won his friendship and affec- 
tion. To track down the deserter of a 
pet animal is often a difficult task but 
we do not give up. Several persons 
whose accounts of the affair do not 
agree may be involved. If only the 
dog could tell his own story we would 
know the truth. 

Strange calls often at strange hours 
come to our agents. To cite one call 
received late at night — “‘There’s a 
porcupine under this house making 
a terrible noise with a bottle on its 
head.” Rushing to the spot about 
fifteen miles away, Mr. Hopkins 
found, as he expected, a skunk in the 
predicament described. Crawling un- 
der the building he grasped the glass 
jar in his hand and carefully maneu- 
vered the small animal to a point 
where it could brace its feet and pull 


backward while Mr. Hopkins pulled 
in the opposite direction. Off came 
the jar without disaster and only the 
skunk remained quietly to find his 
way out after the audience, watch- 
ing from a distance, had scattered. 

How we wish that all persons who 
handle glass jars which have con- 
tained mayonnaise or any sweet sub- 
stance would rinse them thoroughly 
before discarding them, and also 
flatten tin cans in order that no small 
creature could be caught by the head 
and die a lingering death. 

A skunk which managed to remove 
one jar without self injury but fell 
prey to a second, is shown in the ac- 
companying photograph taken by 
flashlight. Again Mr. Hopkins hur- 
ried to the rescue before daylight and 
the photographer quickly followed. 
After the double operation of remov- 
ing not only the jar which encased 
the skunk’s head but the glass ‘“‘col- 
lar’ left from the first jar the cour- 
teous patient ambled calmly away. 


Rescued — and appreciative! 
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Ostdy Photo Service 


1 
Photo by Richard C. Kelsey 


Watch cat surveys the photographer 


While these activities associated 
with our North Harwich shelter have 
taken place, our agent Mr. Nickerson 
—a veteran of nearly twenty years 
~—has continued to cover all the 
Lower Cape. In order to provide 
better facilities for his work much 
needed renovation of his kennels at 
Eastham has recently been made. 
Many of his calls are from Province- 
town where in spite of all his efficient 
service stray cats still abound, most 
of which are so wild that they can be 
caught only in our humane traps. To 
all residents of this locality who have 
cooperated with Mr. Nickerson in his 
effort to save helpless animals from 
further suffering and to all who have 
contributed in any way 
League we are grateful. 


to our 


We would welcome more members 
to our Cape Cod Branch. Although 
cats unfortunately have fewer friends 
than dogs they have some who are 
vigilant in their behalf. One day last 
September one of these who is a 
veritable sleuth telephoned me _ to 
report a cat which, nearly starved, 
had been taken in by a kind family. 
But they will soon be leaving the 
Cape, she told me, and may not 
know what to do about it. So I called 
on the family and presently there 
came leaping into my lap a lovely 
black velvety cat who had evidently 

(Continued on page 13) 
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OUR ANNUAL FAIR 


S THOSE of you know who at- 
A tended, the Forty-SEVENTH 
ANNUAL Farr, held in the Copley- 
Plaza Ballroom on November 22 and 
23, 1949, was an attractive, colorful 
and enjoyable occasion. Although 
the goal set was not reached, it still 
can be considered a financial success, 
with net proceeds of $6,552.07 at this 
writing. It was a social event as well, 
a place where animal lovers met on 
common ground. 

It was gratifying to welcome so 
many who had worked in the earlier 
days with Mrs. Huntington Smith, 
founder of the League, and who 
proved their continued loyalty to the 
organization either by helping at the 
tables or by making purchases, and 
it also was a pleasure to greet new 
supporters. ‘lo everyone, old friends 
and new, who contributed in any 
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Boston Globe Photo 


nie ASS its hei ae the members of the Michael Colton of Needham listens as Santa Claus tells him a story at the Animal 
Fair Committee wish to express Rescue League Fair in the Copley Plaza 


sincere appreciation. 


“Suzanna’s Happy,” 18-month-old poodle owned by Mrs. C. W. Thomas shown 
shaking hands with Carlton E. Buttrick, League President. “Suzanna’s Happy” 
was a popular addition to our Fair 


Boston Post Photo 
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Now it is time to look forward to 
and plan for the Forty-EicHTH 
ANNUAL Fair, which will be held in 
the Ballroom of the Copley Plaza 
Hotel on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
November 14 and 15, 1950. Already- 
a few articles have been received and 
there are facilities for carefully stor- 
ing any donations which it may be 
found convenient to send in from 
time to time. Address them to the 
Animal Rescue League of Boston at 
51 Carver Street, Boston 16, or, if 
within the collection radius, tele- 
phone HAncock 6—-9170 and an 
agent will call for them. 

With your help the Fair this year 
should be bigger and better than 
ever. In addition to continuing your 
own support, Can you not organize a 
group in your locality which will 
start now and work all through the 
year for the success of this event, on 
which the League depends to such a 
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Recérd een Photo 
These pets of Mrs. Charles W. Phinney of Cambridge endeared themselves to all 
who attended the Fair. Zulu is on the fence, while Toinette, Guite and Punch 
pose happily on the ground 


large extent for funds to carry on its 
general work for the animals which 
so greatly need yet cannot ask for 
aid? 

There is a slogan which has been 
previously printed in Our Four- 
FOOTED FRrENDs — ‘‘ Nobody can do it 
all, but everybody can do a little’? — and 
the COMBINED efforts of EVERYBODY 
can accomplish a lot! 


— 


GAP ODS BRANCH 
(Continued from page 17) 


been rescued before all faith in 
human beings was lost. A few days 
later after returning home at dusk 
the same soft-footed cat came spring- 
ing out from a shadowy corner to 
greet me as an old friend. Her res- 
cuers who had brought her here as 
promised must have unlatched our 
screen door and tucked her inside, 
confident that she would find care as 
indeed she did. As this guest and 
Gwen, our Corgi, were the only oc- 
cupants of the house they apparently 
had kept each other company until 
our return. 

Sometimes it seems that there 
would be no cat and dog trouble in 
this world if it were not provoked by 
human beings. 


FORM OF BEQUEST 
To The ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON 


I give, devise, and bequeath the sum of 


dollars, and the real estate situated at No. 


Street, in the city (or town) of 
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North wing and entrance to 
Pet Placement Department 


WW. ARE very proud and happy 
with our newly acquired 


quarters at the Albany Street Shelter 
—so proud that we want all of our 
members and friends to know about 
the improvements that have been 
made. The photos accompanying 
this article will give a picture story, 
but a few written words may enlarge 
some of the details. 

Construction began early in Sep- 
tember and favored by fine fall 
weather the new units grew apace. 
Eagerly we watched the frame go up, 
the brick laid and the roof go down 
—and then the interminable wait 
while the interior work was com- 
pleted. Finally, though, on December 
21 everything was shipshape and the 
new areas ready to receive our ani- 
mal friends. 

Let’s take a word tour of our new 
facilities. We'll start on the sidewalk 
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ENLARGED QUARTERS AT OUR ALBANY:-STREET SHELTER 


Section of reception 
room and Pet Place- 
ment Supervisor's of- 


fice 


A part 
in front of the North Wing, where our 
eyes are directed to a sign which 
reads “‘Pet Placement Department.” 
We go in the new entrance and step 
into a bright new waiting room. The 
cleanliness of the cream colored tile 
is apparent and we notice how well it 
blends with the dark green of the 
concrete floor and the pastel green 
side walls. On our immediate right is 


the cozy office of the Pet Placement 
Supervisor, and around the walls of 


of the new Dog Adoption Ward 


the waiting room several maple 
benches invite us to sit down. In 
front of us are three heavy, sound- 
proof doors which lead to the new 
kennels. Entering the one on the 
extreme left we find ourselves in the 
dog room. Eighteen roomy, steel 
cages occupy the center of the room 
with aisles down each side. ‘Through 
the skylight over-head bright sun- 
light enters and on the wall we notice 
two Steri-lamps which it is hoped 


OUR FOURFOO TED FRIENDS 


new Dog Iso- 
lation Ward 


Cat and Puppy Adoption Kennels 


will effectively kill airborne viruses. 
Sanitary drains also are a feature and 
we see that the tile and the proper 
color effect has been carried on in 
this room, too. The dogs are happy 
to see us for they have just been re- 
turned to their cages after a romp in 
the newly concreted exercise yards. 

Curious as to where the door on 
the extreme right will lead us, we 
enter and find ourselves in the cat 


and puppy room. Fourteen cages line_ 
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the wall raised to a height so that we 
can easily see the little occupants. In 
this room, also, we find the many 
features enjoyed in the dog ward. 
Rather reluctantly we leave our 
little friends who are seeking a good 
home, but we do want to see the new 
South Wing. Passing through the 
admittance office and down a corri- 
dor we soon find ourselves in a cor- 
ridor with newly tiled walls. We are 
in the new South Wing. To our im- 


A corner of the 


Rear of south wing. Small 
animal ambulances are un- 


loaded here 


mediate right a door opens into an 
isolation room for dogs. Here there 
are ten cages and we are glad to see 
that again every effort has been made 
to provide for the pet’s comfort and 
health. Across the corridor another 
door beckons. This leads us into the 
lethal room and we are glad to note 
that even here everything is neat and 
clean. We do not tarry, for although 
we realize that it is often necessary 
and humane to put animals to sleep, 
it is a service that is least attractive 
of all the shelter operations. 

However, as we step outdoors we 
realize that the improvements we 
have seen are all for the animals’ 
benefit and will facilitate operations 
greatly. Yes! We are proud that our 
society is making every possible 
effort to provide for the comfort of 
Our Fourroorep FRIENDS. 
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(Continued from page 9) 


Humane Education 


The Humane Education Depart- 
ment has had a busy and varied pro- 
gram for the past year and we feel a 
very gratifying one. 

At the beginning of the year we 
launched a new T-V program on 
Station WBZ. Every Tuesday for 
fifteen minutes for twenty-eight weeks 
we presented our Marionette Plays 
before an audience that of course 
cannot be estimated. We also ap- 
peared over Station WNAC-T-V in 
December. Two very worthwhile 
letters were received from both pro- 
ducers and the League received good 
publicity at each broadcast. 

Our program has continued in the 
schools and at the present time we 
have advance dates into 1951. A new 
play, ‘““Snow White and Rose Red,” 
has been added to our repertoire. We 
visited schools within a radius of fifty 
miles, including Elementary, Junior 
High, and High Schools. A total of 
274 Puppet Shows were presented 
before 75,000 children. Letters from 
both teachers and pupils have indi- 
cated the sincere conviction that 
these plays accomplish a_ two-fold 
purpose: not only do they inculcate 
in the minds of children a sympa- 
thetic understanding of the needs of 
animals, but they also engender a 
clearer conception of fair play and a 
natural impulse toward finer rela- 
tions with human beings as well. An 
unsolicited letter recently received 
indicates how well thought of is our 
Marionette Program. We would like 
to quote it: 

Dear Miss Flannery: 

We are sending the enclosed check to 
the Animal Rescue League of Boston in 
appreciation of the exceptionally fine 
puppet show you presented to the chil- 
dren of our school last November. * 

The messages you attempt to convey 
to the children by means of your very 
clever presentation are well and en- 
thusiastically received. Our ‘table-talk’ 
for many days after your visits to Salem 


is ample proof of that fact. 
We wish that our means enabled us to 
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Boston Post Photo 


Miss Harriett Flannery and Mrs. Wendell Smith prepare for a puppet show 


show you the true extent to which we are 
indebted to you for your annual per- 
formance. However, we are certain that 
our boys and girls, many of them, will 
remember later in life the pleasure you 
once gave them in school and will reward 
your efforts not only by being kind to 
animals but also by being active con- 
tributors to so worthy a cause. 
Thank you again for coming to school. 
Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. Martin J. Hucues, President 
Phillips School P. T. A. 


In addition to our regular school 
programs and telecasts, puppet shows 
were presented at the following: Two 
at Bridgewater State Teachers Col- 
lege; one for two hundred nurses at 
Boston City Hospital; two at Perkins 
Institute for the Blind; one at Horace 
Mann School for the Deaf and 
Dumb; one at Peabody Home for 
Crippled Children; and one at the 
Golden Anniversary Dinner. 

The Be Kind to Animals Week 
Program this past year was well re- 


ceived. A daily account of the 
Week’s activities follows: 


May 1 — Mrs. Beth Chollar spoke to 
group at First Baptist Church, Wol- 
laston. 


May 2— At Shelter: movies, talk, 
and tour of building. 

Group: Children and teachers, Abra- 
ham Lincoln School, Boston. 

At WBZ-TV — Puppet Show, “Three 
Bears,’ and Baxendale, our Educa- 
tional mascot. A talk about work in 
the schools. 


May 3—At Shelter: movies, talk 
and tour of building. 


Group: Children and teachers, Lou- 
isa May Alcott School, Boston. 


At Junior High in Braintree for three 
schools: Puppet Show and talk. 


May 4—At Shelter: movies, talk 
and tour of building. 
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At WBZ-TY fifteen minute program 
for BKA Week with Carl DeSuze. 
The first television show in Dog 
Obedience was presented. Mrs. 
Charles Phinney demonstrated with 
her three Poodles. A two-minute 
close up of the 1949 Poster was 
shown and a talk given by Carl 
DeSuze. 


May 6 — Puppet Show and talk at 
Bridgewater Teachers College for a 
number of schools and students at 
college, to demonstrate the use of 
marionettes to teach Humane Edu- 
cation. 


During the summer thirteen Pup- 
pet Shows and movies were presented 
at Boys’ and Girls’ Camps in Dux- 
bury, Marshfield, Plymouth, Brews- 
ter, Chatham, Brockton and Fal- 
mouth, but because our plans for 
Amrita Island Summer School were 
cancelled at a late date, our summer 
project at 53 Carver Street operated 
for only one week. Children from the 
ages of two to fourteen came eagerly 
to take part in the diversified pro- 
gram arranged to keep them busy, 
happy, and at the same time to in- 
still in them kindness toward all liv- 
ing creatures. This was accomplished 
through nature and animal study, 
dramatization of humane plays, 
crafts, slides, motion pictures, stories, 
and the playing of games all charged 
with animal life and lore. One day 
groups from settlement houses were 
invited to educational movies and 
stories. From our three years’ experi- 
ence with these children we are grati- 
fied that definite progress has been 
made in their attitudes toward our 
fourfooted friends. 

Over 4000 copies of literature have 
been mailed out during the past year 
which include stories, pamphlets on 
caring for pets, answers to inquiries 
and posters. 

A happy climax to our year is the 
fact that we shall be able to increase 
our educational activities. We are 
most fortunate in having Mrs. Alyce 
Gallagher join our staff. Mrs. Galla- 
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gher is a graduate of Lesley Teachers 
College and a former teacher. A 
Library at 53 Carver Street is open- 
ing in February and will include a 
program every Saturday morning for 
neighborhood children. We are plan- 
ning an additional school program 
and a worthwhile radio program for 
the coming year. 

We are particularly grateful to the 
Boston Post for the outstanding pub- 
licity given to the Animal Rescue 
League’s Humane Education De- 
partment in the Sunday Magazine 
feature story on December 4, 1949, 
and to Radio Commentator, Ken 
Ovendon, of Station WEEI for his 
November 30th morning program, 
Boston Post New England Profiles, 
on which he had this to say about 


our Marionettes: 


New York has its ‘“‘South Pacific,’ but 
Boston, too, has a hit of its own — a show 
that has enjoyed a longer run than ‘*To- 
bacco Road,’’ always plays to a packed 
house . . . and never fails to send the 
customers away in an ecstsay of pleasure. 
Knowing you yourself probably never 
caught this show, we’d better make a 
frank admission right now; there are 
strings attached to it! But it’s only 
natural that there should be — after all, 
the show we’re telling you about is a 
marionette presentation. This swiftest- 
paced, funniest, most enthralling produc- 
tion — so popular it’s booked through 
1951 —is a series of puppet shows stress- 
ing the ‘be kind to animals’ theme, and 
is given by the Animal Rescue League in 
Boston. In the magazine pages of next 
Sunday’s Boston Post, staff writer Eleanor 
Roberts takes you ‘on tour’? with the 
marionette troupe which during the past 


An attentive audience 


Boston Post Photo 
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school year has played over 300 per- 
formances before 65,000 children 
throughout the state. 

This morning we’re taking you back 
stage a moment to meet the producers 
of the shows that have been such hits 
with the blackboard set. They are Miss 
Harriett Flannery and Mrs. Wendell 
Smith of the Animal Rescue League 
Staff. Bright-eyed, energetic Harriett 
Flannery, with her soft hair cut in bangs, 
sparkles when she speaks of the satisfying 
results both she and Mrs. Smith have 
obtained with their shows. Using the 
plays of ‘“‘Hansel and Gretel,’ ““The 
Lira rigs, A" Lanyasoe. new ree 
Bears,’’ and ‘“‘Peter Rabbit,’’? these two 
skillfully and subtly weave into them a 
little thought: ‘‘Be kind to your pets.” 
Thickly coated as it is in each mario- 
nette production, the kids swallow the 
moral lesson happily and come away 
from each play determined to do right 
by Fido. Both Miss Flannery and Mrs, 
Smith, former teachers, besides being 
excellent puppeteers, are first-rate car- 
penters, electricians and painters. ‘They 
make all the puppets used in the plays, 
design the scenery and have a shop- 
hound nose for miniature antiques which 
they can use in their sets. And of course 
they also write the scripts — usually a 
custom job tailored to fit the pre-deter- 
mined need of the audience about to be 
given the Flannery-Smith treatment. Per- 
formances, they say, usually run smoothly 
because, although a marionette to be a 
marionette has to be high strung, he has 
none of the usual actor’s temperament. 


The New England Livestock 
Loss Prevention Association 


(A League Subsidiary) 


The New England Livestock Loss 
Prevention Association marked an- 
other year of achievement in its 
program to reduce losses incurred in 
the raising, transporting, and han- 
dling of all forms of livestock. ‘The lat- 
est report from the National Live- 
stock Loss Prevention Board indicates 
an annual loss of $25,000,000 from 
dead, crippled, and bruised livestock 
at all markets throughout the United 
States. 

Through exhibits at fairs and ex- 
positions, the distribution of educa- 
tional material, and the showing of 
educational films, as well as inspec- 
tion trips by field representative, 
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Earl W. Wentzel, the Association is 
attempting to reduce and eliminate 
these losses insofar as possible. It 
also attempts to cooperate as closely 
as possible with those organizations 
and groups which are directly or 
indirectly interested in achieving sim- 
ilar ends. 

A large permanent-type exhibit 
was placed at the Eastern States 
Exposition in Springfield, which was 
visited by over 359,000 people during 
last September. The Association also 
placed a small booth in the lower 
exhibition hall at the Union Agri- 
cultural Meeting in Worcester, Jan- 
uary 4-6, 1950. At both of these, 
educational pamphlets were distrib- 
uted and many interesting inquiries, 
as well as contacts with people in 
allied fields of livestock work, re- 


sulted. 


The Fourth Annual 4-H Market 
Lamb Show and Sale was held in 
conjunction with the Union Agri- 
cultural Meeting. The Association 
co-sponsored this show and sale and 
Mr. Wentzel assisted in the work of 
the committee which made possible 
this event. The Association feels that 
in co-sponsoring such a program it is 
furthering its purposes and objects 
by encouraging these boys and girls 
to learn, while they are young and 
receptive, the proper methods of 
feeding, handling, and transporting 
their own livestock. 

In September, effective the fif- 
teenth of the month, the resignation 
of the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Association, Mrs. Marjorie Wyman 
Robinson, was received. Her loss to 
the Association and the field of live- 
stock loss prevention has been eulo- 
gized in a previous issue of Our 
FOURFOOTED FRIENDS. 

The latter part of October an 
emergency call for assistance came 
to the Association from a branch of 
the Vermont Humane Society. A 
local meat inspector claimed to be 
receiving a large percentage of badly 
bruised cattle from a particular auc- 
tion market in that state. Arrange- 


ments were made for the field repre- 
sentative to be present at the next 
auction. Apparently there had been 
a tip-off, because he found no 
conditions to warrant any extensive 
amount of bruising. He did make 
several suggestions to reduce con- 
fusion and facilitate the handling of 
the cattle, and called the manager’s 
attention to some necessary repairs 
for one of the holding pens. The 
manager was most agreeable and 
promised to cooperate. 

The Annual Meeting of the As- 
sociation was held November 10, 
1949 with sixteen officers and direc- 
tors present. In addition there were 
as guests two 4-H Club boys, Richard 
Peterson and George Jones, who com- 
prised the 1948 New England Re- 
gional Champion 4-H Livestock Loss 
Prevention Demonstration Team. 
The boys put on the demonstration 
with which they had won the New 
England Regional Championship 
and which they also had used to 
compete in the National Livestock 
Loss Prevention Demonstration in 
Chicago held in conjunction with the 
International Exposition of 1948. 

Officers elected at the Annual 
Meeting include the following: 


President: Willis H. Hoyt, Head, 
Dept. of Animal Husbandry and 
Dairying, Norfolk County Agri- 
cultural School. 

Ist Vice President: Loring V. Tirrell, 
Director, Department of Animal 
Husbandry, University of New 
Hampshire. 

2nd Vice President: James G. Watson, 
President and Editor, New Eng- 
land Homestead. 

Secretary- Treasurer: Earl E. Wentzel, 
Animal Rescue League of Boston. 


Lynn Branch 


We wonder how many realize the 
great work that is being done at the 
Lynn Branch of the Animal Rescue 
League of Boston. Through its small 
doors over ten thousand animals 
passed during the year of 1949. Some 
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were placed in homes by the Boston 
Shelter where they were taken from 
our Lynn quarters as this Branch 
serves only as a receiving station. 
Others were humanely put to sleep 
in the modern gas chamber in our 
ambulance. 

Our Superintendent and Agent, 
Sherman Bates, covers twenty-eight 
cities and towns during his working 
week. He, perhaps, is best qualified to 
enlarge upon the activities of the 
Lynn Branch. He says: 

“Our quarters are too small for 
animals so we must try to raise 
money for a new shelter to be built, 
we hope, this year. We must have 
larger quarters and more help to 
handle such a large number of ani- 
mals. 

“One man is hardly adequate for 
all the tasks at Lynn: drive the 
League ambulance among the 
twenty-eight cities and towns; super- 
intend the day-to-day routine of the 
Lynn Branch; as well as do many 
other chores. Even with the able 
assistance of a wife and a _ house- 
keeper, there is always something 
waiting to be done. I know if all 
animal lovers will only give — and 
give generously — the Lynn Branch 
can build a modern shelter for our 
great city of over 104,000 people. 
It is badly needed. We are asking all 
you generous people, not only in 
Lynn but elsewhere, to give so that 
we may build an adequate shelter to 
relieve suffering among man’s best 
friends.” 

It is hoped that Mr. Bates’ hopes 
may soon be realized for, as he says, 
the present quarters in Lynn are not 
adequate. Naturally, we would be 
pleased and happy to receive the 
donations of any one interested in 
this project. 


Pine Ridge 
The League’s Pet Animal Ceme- 
tery and Rest Farm for Horses con- 
tinues to serve the needs of its original 
purpose. Superintendent Arthur W. 
Foster is to be commended for the 
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Record American Photo 


TREAT FOR SIS: She takes an apple from between the lips of Pine Ridge 
Superintendent Arthur W. Foster 


fine manner in which he has main- 
tained the appearance of the prop- 
erty. His, too, is not an easy task 
when some saddened owner requests 
that a pet be buried or cremated. 
Mr. Foster’s kindly and courteous 
treatment has helped many on such 
occasions. During the past twelve 
months there were 34 burials and 86 
cremations performed. 

Visitors are always welcome at 
Pine Ridge and the quiet and natural 
dignity of the cemetery attracts many 
who wish to relax a while in this 
beautiful spot where a departed com- 
panion is buried. 


The Blue Band Horseback 
Riders’ Association 


The Blue Band Horseback Riders’ 
Association, now in its first year of 
activity, is already well known among 
riding stables and horseback riders 
of Metropolitan Boston. It is an 
organization of riders and riding 
stables interested in promoting Goop 
HORSEMANSHIP and GOOD MANNERS on 
the trails and bridle paths, both 
public and private. 


During the past year two of our 
inspectors have been active in patrol- 
ling the public bridle paths and 
visiting stables to encourage begin- 
ners to learn how to ride and enjoy 
the horses that they may use or hire. 
Riding lessons are as essential for the 
amateur equestrian as lessons for the 
beginners in swimming, skiing, or 
any other sport requiring skill. 

All stables in the Metropolitan 
area have been given the opportunity 
to participate in the Blue Band pro- 
gram. It is to the advantage of both 
rider and stable operator to co- 
operate in the program. Riders wear- 
ing the Blue Band shoulder emblem 
are recognized on the trails and at 
the stables as responsible individuals 
who are interested in the welfare and: 
safety of the horse they hire, as well 
as that of all horses and riders on the 
trail. Stables cooperating in the pro- 
gram are assuring themselves of care- 
ful and considerate riders who will 
enjoy their ride and return their 
horse in good condition for another 
rider. 

Application blanks for membership 
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in the Blue Band are available at 
riding stables and at this headquart- 
ers. It requires a pledge of good 
horsemanship, manners and refusal 
to hire a horse unfit for use. Also 
required is certification by a recog- 
nized riding instructor to the effect 
that the applicant has demonstrated 
knowledge and ability in horseman- 
ship, manners, saddling and bridling. 
To defray expense of the membership 
card and shoulder emblem, an an- 
nual membership fee of $1.00 is 
required. Also available on request, 
either from any riding stable or this 
headquarters, is a Manual for Ama- 
teur Horseback Riders which explains 
the purpose of the Blue Band Horse- 
back Riders’ Association, and by 


pictures and descriptive material out- 2 Boston Globe Photo 
lines the basic knowledge required of — Agents Earl E. Wentzel and Thomas F. McDermott, representing Blue Band 
a Blue Band member. Horseback Riders’ Association, ready for the bridle paths 


BLANKETS NEEDED 


Contributions of old blankets and pieces of soft woolen cloth for 
use at our animal shelter will be greatly appreciated. 

Packages may be sent directly to the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston, 366 Albany Street, Boston 18, or, if within our collection 
radius, telephone HAncock 6-9170, Order Department, and an agent 
will call for them. 


CoMBINED RECORD OF ANIMALS FOR THE YEAR ENDING JANUARY 31, 1950 


Horses Sheep Poultry 
and and and 
Dogs Cats Mules Cattle Swine Birds Misc. Total 

Collected shy "Agents: area eee 10,793 46,272 390 187 57,642 
Delivered by Owners... 9775-2 4,710 6,436 43 is 11,208 
Chlinie 3 Seb ae eee 9,560 3,025 183 12,768 
Investigation Dept. ae. ee 887 131 14,804 165,887 54,113 1,567 355 237,744 
Quarantine: Dept.4- seus cris 22 2,463 68 i) 2,538 
Lynn. Branths e004 eee oe 1,708 8,260 102 10,070 
Pine Ridge Branch ee 195 395 1 2 594 
Cape Cod Branch yao. ae 

Eastham 2.07 eee ee ee 133 455 2 590 

Nor Harwich? Sra see 386 957 1 11 53 1,408 
TOTALS t225.%5, be eee ee 30,835 65,799 14,805 165,887 54,113 2,012 911 334,562 

Number of Investigations: 2,507 Horses Destroyed: 165 Clinic Tel. Calls: 13,135 
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News and Hi-Lites 


ur “‘Guest Book” reads like a grand tour for in the 

last six months the League was favored by visitors 

from many parts of North America. All of them were 
interested in one way or another with our operations and 
we were very happy to have each and every one as a 
guest for these contacts are, we hope, mutually valuable. 
From outside Massachusetts came: Mrs. Pat Crowell, 
Phoenix, Arizona; John K. Wells, Phoenix, Arizona; 
Mrs. P. K. Hansen, Kansas City, Missouri; Richard L. 
Bonner, Los Angeles, California; Robert Menzies, Kitch- 
ner, Ontario, Canada; Mr. and Mrs. Mel Morse, Holly- 
wood, California; George M. Crosier, Albany, New 
York; Mrs. William Waymouth, San Juan, Puerto Rico; 
Mr. and Mrs. George M. White, Key West, Florida; 
W. N. Dunlop, Montreal, Canada; Miss Phyllis R. 
Harvey, Augusta, Maine; Mrs. L. E. Bradstreet, Hallo- 
well, Maine; George J. Reilly, Providence, Rhode Island; 
and the Honorable W. Fraser Grant, Toronto, Canada. 

We were happy to be your host. Come again! 


The 1949 National Convention of The American 
Humane Association was held in Detroit, Michigan, last 
October. Your President served as Convention Chairman 
and others who represented the League at the annual 
conference were Miss Harriett Flannery, Director of 
Education and Archibald MacDonald, Chief Investigator. 


+> 


Since coming to Boston last July the League’s Presi- 
dent has been honored by being elected First Vice 
President of the New England Federation of Humane 
Societies and a Director of the New England Livestock 
Loss Prevention Association. League Agent Earl E. 
Wentzel, was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the latter 
organization succeeding Mrs. Marjorie Wyman Robin- 
son, who is well-known to all our members. Mr. Wentzel, 
also, was elected Treasurer of the Union Agricultural 
Meeting, again succeeding Mrs. Robinson, who now 
resides in Connecticut. 

+ 


Some little-known facts about the extent of America’s 
dog food industry were cited by Harold P. McGrath, 
general manager, Gaines Division of General Foods 
Corporation, Kanakee, IIl., in the course of a talk before 
the GF Luncheon Club in the Biltmore Hotel, New York. 

In 1948, said Mr. McGrath, the prepared dog food 
business, in dollar volume, amounted to about 25 per 
cent of the total grocery store coffee business; it about 
equalled the total ready-to-eat breakfast cereal business, 
was twice the package dessert volume, seven times the 
cake flour and six times the cake mix volume, and five 
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times the combined baking chocolate and_ breakfast 
cocoa volume through grocery stores. 

A human being, he stated, may consume a beverage, 
a dessert, a condiment, an ingredient or a portion of a 
meal, but a dog fed on a prepared dog food must get all 
his nutritional requirements from the single product. 
A dog eating one of the better grades of prepared dog 
food is very likely getting a better balanced diet than his 
master, he added. He warned against too rapid a change- 
over by a dog from one food to another, because this 
nearly always results in digestive disturbance for a few 
days even when the change is made from a poor diet to 
a better one. 

Mr. McGrath told the meeting that there is just as 
much danger in allowing dogs to choose their own diet 
as it is with children. “‘How many children will eat 
spinach if they can choose between spinach and candy? 
A little effort is sometimes necessary to get dogs to eat 
a balanced diet, just as efforts must be exerted with 
children.”’ 

He also commented briefly on the exceptional relation- 
ship existing between dogs and their “‘families.’’ ‘‘Most 
dog-owners consider a dog a member of the family. As 
proof of this one need only think back to the Christmas 
cards he received showing family pictures. Rarely is the 
family dog excluded from that type of family picture.” 


+ 


An Agents Training Meeting was held the evening of 


January 27th at our Albany Street Shelter. Following a 


supper deliciously prepared and served by the League’s 
own Mrs. Dorothy Keswick, Mrs. Gertrude V. Groe- 
zinger and Miss Agnes Hanley, some time was devoted to 
a discussion of shelter activities and problems connected 
with the work. Everyone was then entertained by an 
informative and interesting talk given by the guest 
speaker of the evening, Reed W. Hitchcock, Director of 
the Animal Department of the Connecticut Humane 
Society. We hope in a later issue of OuR FouRFOOTED 
FriEeNps to publish Mr. Hitchcock’s remarks. 


+ 


American Airlines states that its animal freight cargo 
met new highs during 1949 with lion cubs, a bear cub, 
orangutans, chimpanzees, worms, ants, apes, deer, pi- 
geons, a lone canary and even the Democratic Party’s 
donkey taking to the air. 

+ 


If you like the idea of a page of News AND Hicu- 
LIGHTS, the Editor would be pleased to have your 
comments. Any suggestions as to the contents of this page 
will be appreciated. 
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100 WEST MONROE STREET 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


THE RUMFORD PRESS 


Concord, New Hampshire 


Color, Magazine and Catalog Printers 


341 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY eee 


8 ARLINGTON STREET 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


FEED THE 
FOOD DOGS ¢ 


CAN CHEW! * 


In other words—make MILK-BONE dog biscuit part of 
his daily diet! This double-purpose food is hard and 
crunchy ... provides the chewing exer- 
cise that helps keep teeth and gums in 
good shape. MILK-BONE biscuitis nutri- 
tious...and because so much food value 
is concentrated in each bone-shaped 
biscuit, it’s economical! to feed! Order 
Milk-Bone biscuit today! 


MILK-BONE biscuit contains nutrients 
your dog needs: Vitamins A, B1, B2, 
D and E. .. Meat Meal... Fish Liver 
Oil . . . Whole Wheat Flour. . . Min- 
erals ... Milk. 


BAKED BY NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY 
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U-DRYVIT 


AUTO RENTAL CO. 
INC. 


Whose truck and autolease 


plans have helped reduce costs 
and increase efficiency for hun- 
dreds of New England firms. 


LICENSEE 


120 POTTER STREET CAMBRIDGE 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


BOSTON LINOTYPE 
PRINT, INC. 


—" 


WILLIAM M. BAILEY 
COMPANY 


SSH Ae 


Boston 8, Massachusetts 


Catalogs — Booklets 
Job Printing 


270 CONGRESS STREET 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


Tels. HAncock 6=—4703-4704-4705 


(W)iaTamore 
DOG FOOD 


“with Animal Fat added’”’ 


Kennel and Laboratory Tested 


Walter A. Browne of Diamond Hill Kennels says: “It beats anything | 
have tried in over 50 years of dog breeding.” 


Buy Wirthmore Dog Meal and Pellets from your local Wirthmore Grain CHAS M COX CO 
= s = 


Dealer. He can supply you with our new dog booklets and pedigree : 
blanks. Write us for any additional information. 177 Milk Street, Boston Sp Mass. 
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The Board of Directors, 
Officers and Staff of the 
Animal Rescue League 


of Boston gratefully ac- 
knowledge the gener- 
osity of the advertisers 
who appear in this 
Fiftieth Annual 
Report 


HOWELL 
BROTHERS 


INC. 


422 Boylston Street, Boston 


Household 
Linens 


Your patronage will be appreciated 


OUR STORES HAVE A 
COMPLETE SELECTION 
OF PET FOODS 


24 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


To Members, 


Subscribers and “Donors 


The response to our last appeal for the 
renewal of memberships and subscrip- 
tions has been sufficient to justify the 
sending of this issue of OUR FOUR- 
FOOTED FRIENDS to everyone on our 


mailing list. 


If, however, you are among those who 
have not renewed your membership on 
the anniversary date of your last payment, 
we shall appreciate your doing so now. 
Just clip the coupon below and mail it 
WITHOUT DELAY. 


The Animal Rescue League is earnestly 


striving in every way to merit your con- 


Mail This 
Coupon 


RUMFORD PRESS 


CONCORD, N. H. 


[ ] $5.00 Active 
I want to subscribe to OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


INGLE 


tinued support in a time when animal 
distress is acute and relief measures are 


needed. 


We repeat the slogan of one of our 
loyal members who said: “Nobody can 
do it all, but everybody can do a little.” 


2M 


Our subscription rates remain un- 
changed despite increased cost of paper, 


labor, etc. 


In addition to your own membership 
or subscription, make OUR FOUR- 
FOOTED FRIENDS a gift for your friends. 


I want to renew my membership as checked .. . 
[ | $1.00 Associate 


[| $25.00 Supporting 


[_] 60c for one year 


[| $10.00 Contributing 


wee 


el) Kojeee cleague of USohion 


51 CARVER STREET, Boston 16, MASSACHUSETTS 


Telephone: HAncock 6-9170 — Nights, Sundays & Holidays HAncock 6-3736 


A Wholly Independent Organization Founded in 1899 by Mrs. Huntington Smith 


President: Carlton E. Buttrick First Vice-President: Roger Ernst 
Secretary: James Jackson, Jr. Treasurer: Robert Baldwin 
Asst. Secretary: Miss Mary E. Boutelle Asst. Treasurer: H. Clifford Boshan 


Vice-Presidents: Hon. Percival P. Baxter, Mrs. Leverett Bradley, Adm. Richard E. Byrd, Mrs. John M. B. Churchill, 
Sr., John M. B. Churchill, Mrs. William Endicott, 2d, Mrs. Charles Ewing, Miss Anita Harris, Dr. J. Walter 
Schirmer, Mrs. Daniel Staniford, Mrs. Ezra R. Thayer. 


Directors: Robert Baldwin, Miss Harriet G. Bird, H. Clifford Boshan, Carlton E. Buttrick, Mrs. Rockwell Coffin, 
Mrs. Howard A. Crossman, Roger Ernst, John Grew, Mrs. Frederick O. Houghton, Constantine Hutchins, 
James Jackson, Jr., Miss Helen Leighton, Stuart C. Rand, Miss Eleanor Sohier, Miss Elizabeth W. Storer, 
Miss Helen L. Storer, Mrs. Thomas W. Storrow, Mrs. Geoffrey G. Whitney. 


An Out-Patient Clinic is maintained at headquarters. Dr. Malcolm Carsley, Veterinarian-in-Charge. 
Clinic Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 9 a.m. to 12 noon. During July and 
August the Clinic will not be open on Saturday. 


Pine Ridge Cemetery for Small Animals and Pine Ridge Home of Rest for Horses are maintained at 246 Pine Street, 
Dedham, on a farm of twenty-one acres. Arrangements for burials, including cremations, may be made at 
51 Carver Street. 


Eight Motor Ambulances and Twelve Agents are busy every day collecting animals, averaging in number 
75,000 every year. A 24-hour Emergency Service is maintained. 


BRANCH RECEIVING STATIONS 


Boston Shelters. jee eee 366 Albany Street Cape Con 

Dedham trricmeustecte: ccm een . -246 Pine Street Sine 

Rast) Bostoiin. qaaset tas. styren eee Police Station No. 7 Racthany se oe Walter F. Nickerson, Samoset Road 
South End 2 eck aes 109 Northampton Street 

West: Lynn o..a. eae ee et 4 Neptune Street North Harwich...... Hilliard Hopkins, Depot Street 


Donations, Membership Fees and Bequests provide the main support of the League. Become a member, send a 
donation or make provision for us in your will, and help insure our continued protection of stray, unwanted, sick and 
injured animals. Of every paid-up League membership of $1.00 or more, 50 cents is for a year’s subscription to Our 
FourFOOTED FRIENDS. 


MEMBERSHIP FEES a a 
Life... Gok ote awa, paeene LOOL00 Th One Hayimene FORM OF BEQUEST 
SUpportin £-% Vie A hoe ee > OO annually To the ANiMat Rescur Leacue or Boston 
Contributing.............. 10.00 annually I give, devise and bequeath the sum of........ 
Active co (dee eee 5.00 annually dollars, and the real estate situated at No........ 
ASSOCIATE: cee ee ee 1.00 annually Street, in the city (or town) of... .. eae 
Junior 22a roa. t ee ee .25 annually * x 


Small- Animal Collection Service: Allston, Arlington, Arlington Hgts., Auburndale, Back Bay, Bedford, Belmont, Brighton, 
Brookline, Burlington, Cambridge, Canton, Charlestown, Chelsea, Chestnut Hill, Cochituate, Concord, Dedham, Dorchester, 
Dover, East Boston, Everett, Forest Hills, Framingham, Greenwood, Hyde Park, Islington, Jamaica Plain, Lexington, Lincoln, 
Malden, Mattapan, Medfield, Medford, Melrose, Melrose Hlds., Milton, Natick, Needham, Needham Hgts., Neponset, Newton, 
Newton Hlds., Newtonville, North End (city), North Reading, Norwood, Orient Hgts., Ponkapog, Randolph, Reading, Read- 
ville, Roslindale, Roxbury, Saxonville, Sharon, Somerville, South Boston, South End (city), South Natick, Stoneham, Stoughton, 
Stow, Sudbury, Waban, Wakefield, Waltham, Watertown, Waverley, Wayland, Wellesley, Wellesley Hills, West End (city), West 
Newton, Weston, West Roxbury, Westwood, Wilmington, Winchester, Woburn. 


South Shore Route: Abington, Allerton, Atlantic, Braintree, Cohasset, Egypt, Hingham, Holbrook, Houghs Neck, Hull, 
Kenberma, Montclair, Nantasket, Norwell, Quincy, Rockland, Scituate, Squantum, Weymouth, Wollaston. 


North Shore Route: Beach Bluff, Beachmont, Beverly, Cliftondale, Gloucester, Linden, Lynn, Lynnfield, Marblehead, Mid- 
dleton, Nahant, Peabody, Revere, Saugus, Swampscott, West Peabody. 
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You Cau Help 


We want to find more people like YOU who are 
interested in animal protection to become members 
of the Animal Rescue League of Boston. You can 
help us do so by filling the space below with the 
names of people you think would be interested 
and returning it to our headquarters at 


51 Carver Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 
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